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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF OREGON
AYMAN LATIF, et al., Case 3:10-cv-00750-BR
Plaintiffs,
V. DECLARATION OF SHARON M. RAYA

ERIC H. HOLDER, JR., et al.,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF SHARON M. RAYA

I, Sharon M. Raya, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declare the following under penalty of

perjury:

1. [ am a Paralegal Specialist with the Federal Programs Branch of the Civil Division of the

United States Department of Justice. I have held this position since March 2010. As part

Declaration of Sharon Raya
Latif v. Holder, No 3:10-cv-00750-BR




Case 3:10-cv-00750-BR Document 46-2  Filed 11/23/10 Page 2 of 9 Page ID#: 618

of my duties as a paralegal specialist, I am authorized to conduct research in connection
to civil litigation.

2. I have been assigned to the above-captioned matier since July 2010. Since that time, I
have conducted extensive internet research and contacted various travel agencies to
analyze the ability of U.S. citizens fo return to the United States from abroad by means
other than flying through United States airspace. I compiled materials on how to travel
by cruise ship, cargo ship, and freighter, and I recorded such information as ports of call,
types of ships, amenities, travel requirements aﬁd restrictions, fares, and document
requirements,

3. In searching for itineraries, I learned that transatlantic cargo ships regularly carry
between six and twelve passengers each. Ships that carry passengers provide them
quarters in single- or double- occupancy rooms that typically feature private bathrooms
and showers, refrigerators, and electronic entertainment devices such as televisions and
stereos. E.g. Maris Freighter Cruise & Travel Club Int’l, Q&A Freighter Guide,
hitp://www.freightercruises.com/q_a_freighter cruise guide.php (last accessed Aug. 24,
2010). Most passenger-carrying transatlantic cargo ships are equipped with exercise
rooms and pools, and passengers often dine with the crew of the ship. See, e.g., TravLtips
Cruise & Freighter Ass’n, Charleston to Northern Europe (June 24, 2010), available at

http://www travltips.com/NSB_Northern_Europe.pdf.

4. After calling the number that the website of the freighter travel agency Travltips
advertised, I spoke with an individual who introduced himself as “Mike” in the
reservations department on July 16, 2010. Mike told me that passengers are strongly

encouraged to book passage through a booking agency, which completes the necessary
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traveling paperwork in advance of the travel date. Mike explained the usual booking
process: passengers request a potential departure date and place, and the booking agency
finds the cargo company with the closest match. During the same conversation, Mike
noted that final itinerary details depend on the timeframe in which a vessel completes a
roundtrip voyage, the number of passengers that a vessel can accommodate, and the
length of the voyage. He also explained that one-way fares, calculated on a per-person,
per-day rate, tend to be much less than the advertised prices of round-trip voyages.

5. Mike and I spoke again on August 5, 2010. During this conversation, I received more
specific information about particular two transatlantic itineraries. The first itinerary we
discussed leaves biweekly from Antwerp, Belgium, and stops in Liverpool, England;
Chester, Pennsylvania; and Wilmington, Delaware. I was informed that U.S. citizens can
book one-way passage from Liverpool to Chester; U.S. citizens disembarking in the U.S.
need not present proof of onward passage. The base fare for passage from Liverpool to
Chester costs $1,175, plus $402 for trip insurance and $203 for port charges. The
approximate total for the Liverpool trip is $1780. See TravLiips Cruise & Freighter
Ass’n, Transatlantic Cruise to Northern Europe (April 16, 2010), available at

hitp://www travltips.com/Independent.pdf. See Attachments.

6. The second itinerary that Mike and I discussed leaves regularly from Bremerhaven,
Germany, and stops in Felixstowe, England; Rotterdam, Holland; Antwerp, Belgium,;
LeHavre, France; Boston, Massachuseits; New York, New York; Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania; Baltimore, Maryland; and Norfolk, Virginia. As with the first itinerary, T
was informed that one-way passengers may request one-way passage to a port in the

United States, and U.S, citizens disembarking in the U.S. need not present proof of
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onward passage. According to Mike, the cost for a one-way passage would be calculated
on a per-person, per-day rate at approximately $100-$140. The base fare for a one-way
trip on the Bremerhaven voyage at half the trip length (approximately 16 days) and $100
per-day the voyage, costs $1600, plus $289 for port taxes and {rip insurance and $12.50
for U.S. Customs and Immigrations fees. The approximate total for the Bremerhaven trip
is $1901.50. See TravLtips Cruse & Freighter Ass’n, Europe to North Atlantic (May 19,
2010), available at hitp://www travltips.com/Tanzania.pdf. See Attachments.

7. I also researched and compiled information on airfare from Yemen and Saudi Arabia to
the countries from which the freighters described above depart. Searching airfares
offered by various travel websites yielded the following quotes for one-way flights using

the travel date November 17, 2010:

a. From Yemen to Germany for $564-644;
b. From Saudi Arabia to Germany for $663-3749;
¢. From Yemen to England for $316-4138;
d. From Saudi Arabia to England for $544-3978.
e. From Yemen to New York $514-2360
f. From Saudi Arabia to New York $730-1556
8. To the best of my knowledge, there are currently no direct commercial flights available

from Yemen to the United States.

9. In addition to researching freighter passage and airfares, I compiled entry and exit
requirements on each country through which an individual would travel under one of the
itineraries discussed above. To collect visa information, I visited the U.S. Department of

State website and the website of certain countries’ respective tourism bureaus. I also
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10.

11.

discussed entry and exit requirements with representatives of local embassies and travel

agencies with whom [ had previously been in contact.

In the course of my research, [ was informed that the following countries require that
U.S. citizens need only produce a valid U.S. passport for one-way travel: Belgium,
France, Germany, Italy, and the Netherlands (having ratified the Schengen Agreement
and allowing US citizens entry for a total of 90 days as tourists without a visa}; England
(requiring only a valid U.S. passport), Colombia (allowing U.S. citizens to enter and .
remain for 60 days without a visa but requiring proof of onward travel); Panama
(allowing U.S. citizens to enter and remain for up to 90 days on a valid US passport
without a visa and not requiring sea travelers remaining aboard a ship to present a visa,
report to customs, or pay any fees); Peru (allowing 1.S citizens to enter and remain up to
90 days on a valid U.S. passport without a visa); Mexico (allowing U.S. citizens with

valid U.S. passport to enter and remain up to 180 days).

I visited the following sources for information:

Site Date Most Recently Visited

Kayak.com November 8, 2010

Travltips.com November 8, 2010

Cruisepeople.co.uk July 15,2010

Travelersnotebook.com July 16, 2010

Seaplus.com July 16, 2010
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Freightertrips.com - | July 16, 2010
Hapag-Lloyd Kreuzfahrten(hlkf.com) July 16, 2010
Freightercruises.com (Maris) November 8, 2010
Freighter-travel.com July 15, 2010
Travel.state.gov November 8, 2010
State.gov (foreign embassy website) November 8, 2010
Fly.com November 8, 2010

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this (ﬂ day of November, 2010

SHM M. RAYA
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DECLARATION OF SHARON RAYA
ATTACHMENTS
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i Travitips iy

Cruise & Frelghter Travel Assoclation

For addivional information and reservations, contact:
Teavitips Ceujoe & Preighter Travel Association
PO, Box SEGISS Flushing, New Yorl, 11356
Toll Fres in the U.5. and Canada: {800) 873-8584
E-meil: info@travitips.com
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':Qontaiﬂer Line

"‘ - Transatlantic Cruise
to Northern Europe

Anticipated 28-Day linetary )
: 3 . ARPWELD v ininsasmsisti e e ...Belglum
Independent Container Line offers 4 ships year-mund ofs ﬁ yopulax itinerary calling into LAverpool..cmmmsnirmrmmrin

AIIWP: Limpﬂo! Chﬂstel‘, Pﬁm’syhfﬂma (adj acent to Fbﬂﬁdelphia). mdwu’“l“gton; The E'Nhillladeip}ﬂa (Cheﬂtel')"', Penns ylva!lia
VT3 o7 RO North Carolina
ead offcer e wly German, Usal boardin tones uesafs{recin) b patvecp, Triday) mngion v WO G

in Liverpool, and Thursdays from Wilmington, NC. Pleage nofe that passengers cannot be ac- "
cepted between Dec. 1 and March 31. Menus usually reflect theitigtes of the;efficers, and food *0.5, Embarkation at Wilmingten Only
may be different from what you are accustomed, Special dl.{';ts t’f im‘ot he ﬁf;’ ;nmodated Agle | Conmainesthip porta may be located some distance from normal

livesit is 89, Medical certificate signed by passenger’s ph}rsxv:i\an 15{ Eflﬁﬁéﬂ forthiossiage 65 and over.|  toudstswsas “{;ﬂ g;:::g:mﬁlzﬂ:jﬂfﬂrm heve tobe

"the my Independent Pursuit, mv Independent Venture, my, Jtzdap u{em Ac;ord, and mg Independent Concept were built in 1991/2005, 'Ihe
vessels have air-conditioning, a lounge with video and TV momtpr, ping-ponyg and fitness room, The my Venfure has an outdoor swiniming pool,
Passengers must be able 10 negotiate several fiights of stairs-dafly,Currency on board is US. doflar,

Nouble Bed/Owner'’s Suite(staxboard side/port side): Locatlon{gccoxdmg to vegsel, D deck or B deck, Both dizzetly under captains deck, The
suites are carpeted with round sofa, wrlting desk, refrigerator a.nd bathraom with shower. There is a double bed approx. 160 x 200 cm. View to
the frant is restricted bat open to the side. :

Twin Bed Suite #1: Cabins are carpeted with single beds, couch, reﬁgerator -and bathroon with shower, The cabin s pert side and the view to
the front is restricted but open to the side. R

Twin Bed Suite #2/3: Cabins ate carpeted with single.beds, cuuch,, reﬁgeratox_and bathroom with shower, The cabin is port side midships and
the vicw is restricted by cargo. A

Dotible Bed Cabin “Double Cabin Pront™ Cabins are carpazte::ir'ﬂzith »smgle be,ds, couch, refigerator and bathroom with shower. This cabin is
situnted at starboard side midships and the view i3 restricted by-caigo. > a7

T R e L R T LT T
Approx. Svites/Dbl, Cabin ﬁ!l:itélt?@b_lj ﬂab'\ﬁj__,? .. Dbl, Bed Cabin Front Sole Qce. DL Cahin Front
Faxes* Duration Double Bed/Two Bed " .5 f oéc o Twin Berls Twin Beds
Round teip ... 28 days....cocenabout $3,742 pp e, wnBBOUE $3,289 PP.c..vrcinscninsnuinn BOW §3,969 pp
(€2772 pp) (€2436 pp) (€ 2940 pp)
{Liverpool i 10 GRS winniabout $1,337 pp v ADOUL FLITI PP ciniiin . about $1,418 pp
ta Chester (€990 pp) (€870 pp) {€ 1050 pp)
* Plus 20 additional about 3402 pP (Em}l% &p) for deviation msufam‘:n" \25 abuut$203 pp'{Frma 150 pp) for port chatpes, The fares ae establishest in Bugos hy the
Sh ipping Line, and therefore must be paid te the Line in Ewos, The: cmm ares, 4re bRsed o0 4 clgrency exchange rate of Buro .00 to US $l 35, The fmnt

| "dollar fare will be based on the oxchlmgu rate at the time the Gifmoncy s um]lasbd Al iy deciease In the final fare from hat quoted above wij) bo tefunded, and
any Increise will be collected. Durations can be longer or shorier by sevml ays.

_One-Way Passengers Please Note: Proof of “Qpward Passage” is an
iniftigration reguivement wotld-wide. Many hations have had this
requirestnent for some tine, but did not strietly enforee it, Most nations
3 dbw-cnfnr:ing itand it is expected all cguntries will do o, Therefore
all oheway pagsengers must present such proof before tickets will ba
jed, Duete increased security concerns, theix zelated requirements
d costs, TravLtips will not handle any freighter passage less than
o fall month from projected departore dute,

J Mote this route involves several differant elimatcs and passengers should
] ~'_b é'apbmpriah]y prepared.

J’iiial payment is dus 60 days priot to forecasted departure date, Caticel-
lavion fec schicdule: If reservations are capcelled, the followmg penplljas,giugv ap addifipnal $60.00 per person adminlstration fer shall apply: after depostt
is received and up te 120 dayg prior to forecasted depariure: 100, per pexzsqn. =119 days to 60 daya privr 1o forecusted departurer 12.5% of the

passage fare (bit no less than Burg 100) <59 days to 30 days p asted departure: $0% of the passage faze. «29 days to 7 days prier ko forecasted
departure: 65% of the passage fare. =6 days or less prior to foxecastecr Jeparturer. 73% of the pastage fere. Booking changes made up to 60 days prior to
fnrccnst:ll departure will bave a Buro 100 per person-clian dob king changes made after l.hat will constitute a new boakmg aid cancella—

ntlounlity refnlts in a visn requirement, it must be e foll paper
rhatign/disensbaykativn — s safling date are subject (0 change. Visa
ange): Nope Passport must be valid for 3 minimum of six monthy

viza in their passport, Vesscl, ftineraxy — uu:ludmg p[u']eg:_
requiremsents {subject to chamge): Nope. Inoculations: xe.q

contained on the fiyex, including rates, 18 anbject to change and
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SHARUN - RITY R LAY 203 -6/6~FHTO
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Cruise & Freighter Trave) Associaﬁaﬁmw E ur op e tO Uo S .

For additional information and xesetvatjons, contact:

- .
‘TravLtips Cruise & Freighter Travel Association N th A‘tl t
P.O. Box 380188 Flushing, New York, 11358 0 r an l C

Toll Free in the U.S, and Capada; (900 B72-8584

E-mall info@ravitips.co
\ tnoStravilips.com y, Anticlpated 33 Day Jtineraxy
Reederei B, Lueisz, G.mb.H. offers a 33 day service from Butope to the US. North| Bremushsven ... e T s Germany
Aflantic, ] Felinstowe - TN v England
Rotterdam......, NPT Holland

The MSC Tanzania (ex Pudong Senator) offers four very niee cabins that can ac-| Antwerp
commadate a maximum of eight passengers. All cabins are carpeted, flf-condj-| FeHAYIC e . e FTAICE
tioned two-room suites that are outside-facing and have private facilities, The B"sm“‘. - «Massachusotts
large living room in each cabin has a sofa, love seat, chait, large writing désk and e e New York

i 5 roor Philadelphia,
chair, mini-refrigerator and bay, and electronics that include a multtsystem VCR g,;‘fm:,}lj_
{which accepts 17,8, video tapes),

Vape deck, radio, and CB Blayer, Bach bedroom| Norfolk,or.....
is also equipped with a wardobe, small chest of drawers, and & large wall mirgr.| New York (2nd Cally
The bedrooms have two twin beds in cabins 1, 2 and 3, and the'bedroom iy cabin| Bremerhaven ...
4 has one donble bed against the wall, The dining room is shared with the officers,
as is the lounge, indoor pool, sauns, and recreation room, which is equipped with
& ping pong table, stationary bicycle, and multi-training machine. Merus usu- ::;:izl‘:“;&“;fd that vy contalnexship facilitis are located
allly reflect the tastes of the officers, and food may be different from what YOU 21€] will lutve to bee a,:,?;:f oA Saeaa and grovnd transponiarion
accustomed. Special diets cannot be accommodated, The leiid officers are Germin with &n international cfew. The SHip doss not have
an elevator, Passengers must be able to negotiate several flights of uthirs daily. Medical certificate sighed by the passenger's physiclan. is
required for those age 65 and over. Getman Qwnership/Registry. Age limit 79, Built in 1997, the vessel js 965 feet in length and 63,645
DWT, and is designed to cruise at 24 knots, T

MSC Tanzania Approxbimate . . - . L T
Farest Ne. of Days

s wene... Delginm

w6 W York
Germany

*One Way Balling May be Requested

“ca Double Occupancy
L ‘5-"-‘ .""“. . oAV
1 BHOTL $11.,96Q PP (Buro 2,640 pp) weee.oecoeeeevep RO about $4,208 (Buro 2,305)

Sole Ocenpancy

Roundirip from Bremethaven u.. 33

Y (YT R £ e -

" Plus ap ndditional sbovt $289 pp (Buro 193 pp) for port taxes and deviation fasafanse, plur $12,50 pp for US, Customs and Immigration fees for pas-
sengers disembarlking in the 118, The fureg are established in Eurgs by tHe Slidppnig Litie, and thexsfore must be paid to the Line it Buros. The estimated
U.S.3 faves aye based on = curvency exchango tate of Euro 1.00 to US §1.50; The fibal TES, dollar fare will be bared on the exchange ratc at the time the
currency §s purchased. Any deerease in the final fare from that quoted abiove will be tefunded, and any incrense will be collected,

i

One-Way Passetigers Please Note: Proof of “Onward
Passage” isan immigration requirerent world-wide. Many
nations have had this requirement for some time, but did
not strictly enforee It. Most nations are now enforeing
it andl. it is expected ofl countries wijl do se. ‘Therefore
all one-way passengers must present such proof before
tickets will be fssued. Dueto Increased secuxity concerns,
thelr kelated requirements and costs, FravLtips will not
Tisndle any freighter passage less than one full month from
projected departure date.

{52 waivers are not acceptable for any frelghter travel. Ifa
B itelghter travelers nationality results in & visa requirement,
IR it must be a full paper visa in their passport,

Deposit of 25% of fare i5 due within ten days of confirmation of wyeLvatt; , Walipyndent s due 65 days priot to forecasted departure date. Cance)-
lation fee schedule: 1f reservations are cancelled, transferred, ore-bhol it ] !

passage fare, not to exceed Eavo 255.65. 30 days priot to embarkaip§andfiter gt will be no refund except the amoum saved In relation to meals.
However, if the cabln is re-filled only the processing fee of 109 A _ g : l
Healthfaccident and emergency medical evacuation insurance  mandatdhy. Vess erary - including projected ports of embarkation/disesnbarka-
tion - and sailing date are subject to chapge. Cancellation polteyd’ LN i ‘By.the Shipping Company. Visa and ingculation 1equiretnents to
be advised. : ; | .

This fiyer i not a promotional brachure rox is 1t an offer of spa¢s E; ained om the Ayer, including rates, is subject to change and
corxection. Space bs always based on current availability at piiig.
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