

































































v. Freedom of Information Commission, et al., a case currently pending before the Connecticut
Supreme Court addressing the scope of an exemption for law enforcement records under the
state’s Freedom of Information law.

14.  MFIAC also carries out educational activities designed to increase public
knowledge and awareness of open government issues, including the difficulty of reporting on
certain topics related to national security and the challenges that requestors may face in using the
Freedom of Information Act. For example, each year, MFIAC hosts a “FOIA Boot Camp” at
Yale Law School for journalists, students, and other members of the public. Speakers walk
through the process of filing requests for records under the federal FOIA and state FOI laws,
explain the importance of access to government information, and address many of the challenges
that requestors often face.

15.  Each year MFIAC is also involved in numerous conferences, presentations, and
other events aimed at fostering public awareness of and debate over topics including balancing
online privacy and national security, and understanding the scope and scale of federal law
enforcement surveillance programs. Such events have included conferences or presentations on
such topics as “NSA Surveillance and Foreign Affairs,” “Protecting Journalism: Anonymous and
Secure Communications for Reporters and Sources,” “Open Government and the First
Amendment: Strengthening our Democracy through Transparency, Participation, and
Collaboration,” “The Espionage Act and The Press: From The Pentagon Papers to Wikileaks,”
“Is Big Brother Tracking You: Location Data and Fourth Amendment Privacy,” “Nothing to
Hide: The False Tradeoff Between Privacy and Security,” “Privacy and Prior Consent,” and
“Surveillance.” These presentations are, with rare exception, free and open to the public.

Videos of many of these talks and others can Jikewise be viewed online.



CONCLUSION

16.  As the overview demonstrates, MFIAC’s legal, policy, and educational activities
stand to benefit in a number of ways from the disclosure and dissemination of information
critical to effective oversight of government, including specifically information concerning

surveillance and the protection of privacy.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on

October /2013, at New Haven, Connecticut.
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