April 7, 2016

The Honorable Thad Cochran The Honorable Barbara Mikulski
Chairman Vice Chairwoman
Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations

Dear Chairman Cochran and Vice Chairwoman Mikulski:

The undersigned organizations are committed to advancing reproductive health, rights, and
justice and related social justice causes with a vision of accessible reproductive health care,
improved health equity and economic security, and strong, healthy communities nationwide. To
this end, we strongly urge you to reject policy riders in the Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations
legislation that would withhold insurance coverage and funding for comprehensive reproductive
health care, including abortion.

Safe, quality abortion services should be available and affordable to all regardless of the ability
to pay, source of insurance, or where someone lives. However, since the passage of the Hyde
Amendment in 1976, the appropriations process has been used as a vehicle to systematically
deny access to comprehensive reproductive health care. Worse, there is now a sustained effort
to expand the reach of the Hyde Amendment and related coverage restrictions by regularly
inserting such restrictions into new legislation.

We urge you, as leaders of the Appropriations Committee, to oppose efforts to attack
reproductive health through the appropriations process and reject policy riders that restrict
funding for abortion coverage and care for: (i) Medicaid, Medicare, and Children’s Health
Insurance Program beneficiaries; (ii) federal employees and their dependents; (iii) Peace Corps
volunteers; (iv) Native American women; (v) women in federal prisons and detention centers,
including those detained for immigration purposes; and (vi) low-income women in the District of
Columbia through the use of local funds. Additionally, we urge you to reject efforts to add new
policy riders that seek to undermine women’s access to health care.

Withholding coverage for abortion care creates profound hardships for people across the
country, particularly for those who already face significant barriers to receiving high-quality
health care, such as low-income women, immigrant women, young women, women of color,
and transgender and gender-nonconforming people. For many, coverage for abortion means
the difference between getting the health care they need and being denied that care.

Studies show that when policymakers place restrictions on Medicaid coverage of abortion, it
forces one in four poor women to carry an unwanted pregnancy to term.! Additionally, a woman
who seeks an abortion, but is denied, is more likely to fall into poverty than one who is able to
get an abortion.?

We commend the members of Congress who have stood up against these attacks, including
many on this committee and the cosponsors of the Equal Access to Abortion Coverage in
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Health Insurance (EACH) Woman Act (H.R. 2972). The EACH Woman Act was introduced in
the House by Congresswoman Barbara Lee in July of 2015 and now has a total of 116
COSponsors.

These policies have harmed our families, our communities, and our health for far too long. We
hope that Congress ultimately lifts all abortion coverage restrictions so that every woman,
whether she has public or private insurance, has coverage for the full range of pregnancy-
related health care, including abortion—thus allowing her to make personal health decisions
based on what is best for her and her family.

Sincerely,
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