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May. 13, 2004

George W. Bush

l"m-i:&nr

The 'White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N%
Wastitrgion, DC 250D,

Dopr Presidint Duth:

We-werc.kKept v;,aglm:. amlawfully, by U8, Forces in"Guantinamo Bay for éidie than tvo
years.until the B¥ March of this year. We are now back in the United Kingdom:

The legality of obr detention. wias duc1o be considered by Uic Supreme Count when we
were, suddenly pulted.out of Guantinaroo Bay and taken io Bngland, where. we were
released within 24 Holrs,

Duripg the past-wetk, ws haye soch-with disgast the photographs of men detpined aid
tortured in Jraq. -Af he'seme/time we are reading with sstonishimont in the newapapers
here, official statempnts mede by the United. States Government nbout “inserrogatian
techriigues” used nt Guantinumo Bay that are completely unirue.

" Fov insidnics, wi réiid thit thede techniques “are meant. fo wear down detaindes bi tis
rules forévd the-kind of tortures coming.to lght'in irag” "I'he techniques, it'is SEid; ans
“dixigned I cquse disorientution, fotigue and siress”. "but ihere is w0 yivipping detioees
naked”, Theré i "no.physical contacts, ar-all...our procedures prohibit'us from. disrcbing
a prisoner for any reason at.ali” (Army Golonel David McWilljzms). It.iy-said that “more
extteme methods such us near-duy lang interrogations require superior authprizatibhzand
sicdical wmonfioring” wnd L v b 0w Strlpping e humifiastm or physfeal abase dt
Cemp Delts."

Onr pv-expericgice; and our close knewledge of the experience oF other men detained
Beside us, demonstrabes that each of these cluims is completely untrue,
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Promi the snomens of our arrival in Guantinemo Bay (and indecd from lopg. bifore) we
were déliberutely humilissed and dogreded by the use of methods thes we dow read B8:
officinla denying:

Al Khandahay, we' were guestjoncd by. U.§, soldiers on our knees, in chains, with -&'ﬁ}!
held o our heads; dnd-we were kieked and beaten. They kept.ug in “thres-picce spits™
made up of & body: belt with 4 chailh down to leg Irons snd hand-shackies attached:
Rafnre. we hoswind th plans 1n Granténamn, they dresed ng jnearmnffs, fpiiniétant,
goggles ond surgical widsks s0 we. were completely disorienied. Om 't plame; they
¢hained us toshe:floor without-agcess 1o u-toilet for the 22-hour flight: ’

Our.interrogations. in Guanténamo, too, were conducted with us chained to the floor for
houry on $rid.in circimstances: $6. braonged thet it was practice to have plastic chaiks for
the-interrogators. that ‘could be caxily hosed off becanse prisoners would be forced .to:
urinate during the.courss of them and wers not:allowed 1o go to the 4oilet. One. practics
that-was imrodured specificully undét the fegime of General Miller was; "shogtshackling”
where we were, farced 1o squat without-s chalr with our hands chained ‘between tr logs
-and chaibed to, the floor. 1f we fell over, the chains would cut into our hands, We would
be left in this position for hours-before an interrogalion, during the interrogations-(which
could last e long.us 12 hours), and.sometimes, for hours whike the Intorfogators 16ft the
room. The aif coriditioning was tamed up 5o high thar within minuies we would be
freezing. There wae strobe lighing snd loud. music played that was itsclf a form of
1qrtuse. Sometimek dogs wess, brought in o frighten us.

We were not fod al]. the time. (hat we.were there, and-when we were.retumed-to.our'cells,
we wonld:no: be fed:thst day,

‘We.shoold point-ouz 3hat these wert and no doubt 5till are cemerEs everywhero in the!
mistrogotioaprogs. We are awpc that cvidense that could contradict- whist (s Pelug anid
officially is;in ¢xistcbee. Wi know thet CCTV camerds, videolipes xuid ‘ghotbgréfing
exist.sinot -we wereregularly flmed and-photographed during Interrogations end af other
trnes, s well,

"They mecorded the- inwrrogstions in which we were driven to maka falge confasslont;

they theipied we-weié the diber. men'in 4 video they showed o5’ fiom August 2000 Wit
Ozsma bin Laden.and Mohamned A¥a, but we had been in Bngland st thntﬂme.Aﬁer
three rmontha, in'soljtary. conifinemént undor hursh conditivns and repeeed inémogalions,
wg finally agroed.10.confess. "Last September an agent from MIS :came 1o Gumilinamo
with documentary evidente shut-proved we tould not have heen in Afghinisran a1 thi
time. the vidto was niade. In the.end we could prove our .afibis. but we wéry sboit
people from-countries where records are pot as‘avgijpble,
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Soldieis iold us personally of going ino. pells and canducting beatings with meta). fary
whicj they did not repont, Soldicrs told us "we can da anything v want" We-brile)ves
witnessed -4 nwmber of :bouta] agsaults upon prsoners. Ome; in April 2000; was of
Juramah Al-Doussrl from Ruhrafn, a man who had bocome pswchintricilly disnubed,
who wap lying on the floor of his cape.immediutely near (o us when a:proup.of cight or
nire guards known as the ERF Team (Extreme Reaction Force) entered his cage. We
saw Lhem severely smznult him. They stamped on his acck, idcked him in the stoniach
even thongh he had metal rods there as a resultof 3n opereon, and they picked up his
head snd smushed his fece into the floor. One female officer was ordered to- 2o inlo the
cell and kick him :and beat him which she did, in his stomach. This is known, as
"ERFiug”, Another deteince, from Yemen, was beaten up so badly that we understand e
is 36l in hospital eighteen mpnths Jater. It wes sugpesiod that he was trying 1p comnit
suicide, This was not tire case;

We. wish ld’-,x'nik: fi.clear that i} of .these and other intidents :nd all of .ihe brotatyy,
huritietion and degradaion were clewly vking plaze w o resuk of official policies and
order,

Under; the regime of General Miller, it was regulsr prectice.for detsinces 10 . have sl of
their hair inClUcIDg thcT Deards Sheved off, We wee whi Ui Ji was fiv fillwe ©

cogperuic inintervogation (including if they said that you haud fulled a polygraph ieur), Al

of tliis would be fillned on video camere while.it-wes happening. We ‘undesstand thit
cven in the.Jace of repicsentatives fram the Red Crogs hiving witnesscd at leastone gich

instance for themselves, the administration of the camp denitd 10 the Red Cross that this

praciice exlmed, ‘

Somclimes detinees would be taken 10 the infrogation room day after day: and kept
shoru:shackied -without intasvogation ever huppening, somelimes for weeks on end. We
recejved distresssd repodts frim ather detainees of thelr being taken'to the interrogstior.
roont, lcfi naked and.chnined to the floar, and of women heing hright Inrthe ronm Who.
would insppropriately provoke ant ndesd molest them. Tt was complotely cicar 10l the.
detaiboes that this was happéning o panticularly vulnersble prisoners, especially those
who had come from the suicien of slamic backgrounds.:

Shonly hefore: we. Infl, & naw. practice wWes started. Peapleé would bataken to whet-was
called tie "Romeo™ block where they would be:stripped completely. Afier three days,
they would be:given underwear, Afier ancther three dzys they.would be-given w.fop, and
then . afior snother three: days given trouser botoms. Some people only cver got
underwear. This was suid 1o be for "misbehaving”, (Punishment withit Guanténamo Bay
was consfantly imposed for the breaking of any camp “nule” including, for joxances,
haviog iwo plestic cupy in your cage when you were only allowed (o hava one.or having
nn exra prayer: bead-or too nuch tollt paper or excess salt). So far a3 leaving detainess-
nuked is concemed, it is'our understanding that the Red Cross complained Yo the Gofonel
aind thex the Genera) and afier that 16 the U.S Adminisiration itsc!f about the prectice,
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We mg-gnmg}udyfqmé thaz the, Intematipnal Red Crask hds all of thige conipleiis
recorded ond mpss . undoubtedly have .drewn all of them to the atichtion df -the
Adminivtration, Wer thersfore-find _-ﬁ.:l)gt‘rcordlnuy that cuph- liee are 'boin.g_';ql'd pub!lily
wday-by-senior ofticiids.as (o (he condifiens und metbods wsed ar QuentSuarno Bay. ‘Wa
are- confident: that, rocords end pictures must ‘exist and :that-these should-.ell sow b
provided.16 the public in your country as well as ours a2 the earlizst opportunity so.\hit
they-can form their-own judgemient.

We look farward 43 -ini ibarmedisze response in vicw of the misinformation that s being:
put.nty the'public-demain worldwide and which we know.to be untre, '

Yours siicerely,
Shaflg Rasu! and Asi Iqhal

W are, repivsented by b Cemter:for Comstitariopa} Rights in. the United States avid-ou

solicitor, Gareth Peirce; in the United Kingdom: Please address all inguisies st

baichacl Xatner, Fresigent

Barbars Olshatuky, Dépuly Lagal Diroctar
Sieven Wan, Bellow

Conte far Constipational Rights,

665 Broudway

Now Yosk; NV 10052
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